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A LETTER OF THANKS 
FOR THE | 


LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY, 


TO THE RIGHT HONOUR ABLE 
THOMAS SKINNER, 
LORD MAYOR oF LONDON. 


For his Lor Gips upright conduct i in d iſpenſing with Military 
Attendance ou à late Occaſion. 
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London, Nov. as, 1794s 
My Log, 


Acc EPT our. Thanks for your laudable de in op- 


poſing the attendance of a Military Force, during the pre- 


ſent Trials for High Treaſon: Such conduct, we truſt, 

ariſes from an averſion to that ſyſtem of Terror, which, 
though of late years but too e is utterly repugnant 
to the true principles of the Britiſh Conftitution, 


This Addreſs is not ſent to you, my Lord, for the pur- 


_ poſe of exhibiting any ill- will or diſreſpect for the Regulars, 


or from any reſentment - againſt the miſconduct of ſome 
Members of the Volunteer Corps :—On the contrary, we 


are ſenſible the ſervice which you have ſuppreſſed was not 


more odious to the good Citizen than to the good Soldier, 
Our only wiſh is to expreſs the pleaſure which we feel in 


anticipating the effects which your conduct has a tenden- 
cy to produce. 


The conduct of ane operates not only c on the 


Individuals who happen to become the immediate objects 
of their authority: The influence of that conduct ex- 
| tends through the whole CONF” 


When catfertitt ds geſted f in weak zealots, or + the: ſenile 
dependents of a Miniſter, Fan adminiſtration ſoon ſub- 


| verts 


E 


verts all confidence in the Laws, and when the Injured 


are awed into ſilence, even ſlight grievances are productive 


of the moſt rancorous reſentment ; which naturally ſtimu- 
lates illegal exertions, in proportion as the ſufferers have 


loft the hope of legal Redreſs. b 


Widely different is the ſtate of Society where the good 
Magiſtrate, with parental care, endeavours to allay ani- 
moſity, to compole differences, and diffuſe that amity 
and mutual confidence which form the ſtrongeſt ſocial 
bond: If the mifconduct of others ſhould provoke po- 
pular indignation, he will provide in the moſt cautious 
and inoffenfive mode againſt the poſſible event of public 
tumults, rather than excite them by impertinently exclud- 
ing Citizens from the public ſtreets by Martinets armed 
with fixed bayonets. | | | 


Such, my Lord, are the marks of an officious hireling : 
and ſuch the Characteriſtics of a wiſe and upright Admini- 
ſtrator of the Laws. : = 


Me flatter ourſelves the fair form of Juſtice will again 
be ſeen in the Civic Chair; and amidſt other objects of 
felicitation, on which we do not think it would be proper 
to publiſh our ſentiments, pending the preſent Trials, we 
cannot but congratulate the Inhabitants of this great City 


on ſo agreeable a proſpect: For ourſelves in particular, 


we truſt that our determined perſeverance in the purſuit 
of equal Repreſentation, will be free from thoſe lawleſs in- 


terruptions which we have formerly experienced; and 


that, while our conduct is legal, an upright Magiſtrate 
will not witbhold from us the PROTECTION of the 
Laws. 55 5 
Signed in Name, and by Order of the Lox bor 
. Or CORRESPONDING SOCIETY, 955 Bas 
5 ANTHONY BECK, Preſident. 
The Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR; rn 
London. i be ps Bonn ; 3 5 
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Court brought out a report that Mr. Hardy was acquitted; and 


» 


A SEASONABLE CAUTION 

LE FROM THE 5 

LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCTETY; 
i La bbe /- 3, þ 1 

FELLOW CITIZENS, au THE PUBLIC IN GENERAL. 


06 — —— — — | 18 "I 
COUNTRYMEN ! Lonpon, 28 Nov. 1794. 
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1 HILE the Tools of Sore Power are uſing every endea- 


| vour to blacken the charatjet of this Society, by imputing 
to it violent Intentions, which. 18% eve «entertained 3 We are 
equally ſenſible there are many who think our conduct blameable 


in the. ragen extreme; imputing our zealous care to preſerve 


t 


= 


e public Peace to a puſillanimous neglect of our per ecuted Aſſo- 


The former, we have long been convinced, were, in general, ſen- 
ſible, that the opinions which they propagated, of us, were falſe and 
calumnious ; and the late Trials have impreſſed the ſame Opinion 
on the Public Mind: Their perſeverance, in the fame conduct, 
can therefore only excite our contempt, But the latter, as we think 


them actuated by an injudicious zeal, appear not unworthy that 
friendly Caution which 1s the purpoſe of this Addreſs : and which 


we are the rather induced to offer, from a perſuafion that however 
they may have been induced to avoid or deſert this Society, under 
a belief that its conduct was too cold and languid, they yet feel 
ſuch an affectionate intereſt in the welfare of its members, as join- 
ed with the generous warmth of their own diſpoſitions, may ſub- 


ject them to become the victims of thoſe Snares, which we have 


reaſon to ſuſpect are, on the preſent occaſion, laid for them. 
A ſimilar attention is due, from us, to thoſe perſons, who having 
long laboured under prejudices againſt this Society, in conſequence 


of N rrangh have been ſuddenly undeceived, and reſent 
l 


with the fellow-feelivg and ſpirit of Britons, the cruel purpoſe 
which thoſe prejudices were intended to accompliſh, We cannor 
better obviate any ill conſequences which theſe cauſes tend to 


produce, than by thus pubickly ſtating the ſiniſter practices which 


prevailed during the Trial of Mr. HARDY: the manifeſt inten- 
tioh of which was to raiſe a tumult, in order to throw odium on the 
London Correſponding Society, as it they were the real agitators. 

It is well known to the perſons who. frequented the neighbour- 
hood during that Trial, that among the extraordinary number of 
what are called Peace-Officers, who were ordered to attend, there 
were a conſiderable part whoſe behaviour was ſo extremely inſo- 


L lent, that if its effects had not been counteracted by the prudence 


of the Populace, the place muſt have been filled with continual riot. 


To the Members of the London Correſponding Society their 


Inſults were particularly directed. They frequently muſtered be- 
fore the Houſe appointed to receive the Witneſſes, —and without 
any provocation, accoſted them with ſcurrilous and menacing lan- 

aage ; and to complete the illegality of their behaviour, wilful 
deprived them of Ingrefs and Egreſs.— But however irkſome the 
Inſults might be, they failed of producing any thing like a Riot, 

At an advanced ſtage of the Trial, one of the attendants of the 


. C 


* 
the expreſſions of joy which enſued, furniſhed a pretence to ſome 
other attendants, to aſſault and beat ſeveral perſons who were 
near the Court, Notwithſtanding appearances, We are willing to 
hope, there was not any thing premeditated in this buſineſs ; nor 
though we are ſatisfied the aſſaults committed by the Attendants 
of the Court, were unwarrantable by Law, have we any defire to 
ſtimulate a ſpirit of litigious revenge; we only wiſh the Meinbers 
and Friends of the London Correſponding Society to be on their 
guard againſt every attempt to draw them from that rigid decorum, 
which 1 in general characterizes their own Meetings ; and which is 
in the higheſt degree due to a Court of Law. 

Another Circumſtance appears to us of ſuch importance that we 
regret our want of leiſure, at the preſent juncture, to lay the authen- 
ticated particulars before the public .- We mean the attempts 
which were made by ſome perſons, pretending to be a deputation 
from our Committee, to prevail on ſundry mechanics to leave 
their employments for the purpoſe of proceeding to acts of vio- 
lence, in caſe Mr. Hardy had not been acquitted. The following 
inſtance muſt ſuffice for the preſent. 

Two perſons genteelly dreſs'd, offered a Purſe, containing ſome 
Guineas to the Shopman of Mr. Cullen, Upholder, Windmill- 
Street, on condition that he would introduce them to the Journey- 
men of Mr. Cullen, and another Shop where he had formerly 
worked. We wiſh that in addition to his ſpurning their offer, he 
had contrived to ſecure them both; A conduct w hich we earneſt- 
ly recommend in caſe of any ſimilar attempt. 

It would give us great concern if our remarks on the miſbeha- 
viour of ſome of the perſons, who appeared as peace-officers, were 
to be conſirued into an intention of encouraging enmity towards 
perſons who are employed in that Service We reſpect as a va- 


| Juable part of the Conſtitution, the Office of a Conſtable, and 


though we cannot ſay the ſame for the newly invented character of 
a Police-Officer, yet while they act conformably to Law, they 
ought not only to be protected from inſult, but even entitled to 
aſſiſtance, if neceſſary, It were well, however, if theſe perſons col- 
lectively would take care that individuals of their own body do not 
with impuuity, break the peace. 
We conclude with a few words of advice to the GentLEMEN who 


compoſe the VoLUNTEER CoRPs. 


It is pretty generally known that toward the concluſion of Mr. 


Hazpy's Trial ſeveral perſons were committed to Priſon for lang. 


ing at the mixture of bad diſcipline and impertipent behaviour 
which they, particularly the Cavalry, exhibited : We wiſh them to 
Lear in mind that the profefled purpoſe of their Aſſociation was 
to defend, not to oppreſs, their fellow citige ens. This will be ill per- 
formed, unleſs they can attain to better iſeipline: For whatever 
may be their intentions in general (and we have no wiſh to ſuppoſe 
they are not perfefily laudable) it will under their ie Me circum- 
ſtances, be conſtanily in the power of a few ill- avg! t Member to 
bring diſgrace on the whole Corps. | 


Signed in Name, and by Order of the n 85 xSpONDING 


Socizry. 


ANTHONY BECK, Preſident, 


